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the mission that will send them to 
Iraq, they leave behind spouses, chil-
dren, and other family members. We 
know that piano recitals and football 
games will be missed this fall. There 
will be an empty chair at too many 
holiday meals. 

The 819th is an Active Associate unit, 
meaning that it is compromised of both 
Active-Duty airmen and Air National 
Guardsmen. For the citizen soldiers of 
our Air Guard, these deployments can 
be especially difficult, and I hope all 
Montanans will keep these airmen and 
their families in their thoughts and 
prayers. 

And when they return home, we have 
a moral responsibility to care for the 
folks who have worn the uniform of our 
country. Whether they return to Ac-
tive Duty or reenter civilian life, the 
Federal Government must support 
them. Congress has taken numerous 
steps this year to provide more re-
sources for the VA and to improve the 
quality of life for our troops. I hope we 
will continue to make progress in these 
areas so that when the 819th comes 
home we are able to welcome these air-
men back home with our deeds and not 
just our words. 

f 

COST ESTIMATE OF S. 966 

Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, on June 
27, 2007, the Committee on Foreign Re-
lations ordered reported S. 966, the 
Passport Backlog Reduction Act of 
2007. On July 30, the President signed 
the bill into law, Public Law 110–50. 

At the time the committee filed its 
report, the cost estimate prepared by 
the Congressional Budget Office, CBO, 
was not available. It was recently pro-
vided to the committee by CBO. There-
fore, I ask unanimous consent that a 
copy of the CBO estimate be printed in 
the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE COST 
ESTIMATE 

PUBLIC LAW 110–50—PASSPORT BACKLOG 
REDUCTION ACT OF 2007 

Public Law 110–50 (formerly S. 966) grants 
the Department of State additional flexi-
bility in rehiring Foreign Service annuitants 
on a temporary basis to reduce backlogs in 
visa and passport processing. The new au-
thority will expire in 2008 for visa backlogs 
and in 2009 for passport backlogs. CBO esti-
mates Public Law 110–50 will cost $2 million 
in 2008 and $3 million over the 2008–2012 pe-
riod, assuming the availability of appro-
priated funds. The law does not affect direct 
spending or receipts. 

Under previous law, Foreign Service retir-
ees could work for the department for up to 
six months, provided they didn’t reach a cer-
tain salary cap. According to information 
provided by the department, about half the 
retirees hit the salary cap before six months 
(at four months, on average). The depart-
ment is already in the process of hiring 55 re-
tirees and plans to hire an additional 250 re-
tirees to work on visa and passport backlogs. 
By providing a waiver for the salary cap, 
Public Law 110–50 allows the department to 
retain some of those retirees for an addi-

tional two months. Under this law, CBO esti-
mates that about 150 retirees will work an 
additional two months in 2008 at a cost of $2 
million, and about 65 retirees will work an 
additional two months in 2009 at a cost of $1 
million. 

Public Law 110–50 contains no intergovern-
mental or private-sector mandates as defined 
in the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act and 
would not affect the budgets of state, local, 
or tribal governments. 

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is 
Sunita D’Monte. This estimate was approved 
by Peter H. Fontaine, Assistant Director for 
Budget Analysis. 

f 

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 

SERGEANT KEVIN GILBERTSON 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, it is 
with great sorrow, on this day of the 
6th Anniversary of the September 11th 
attacks, that I speak in honor of a fall-
en American hero. Army Sgt. Kevin 
Gilbertson died August 31st at the 
Landstuhl Medical Center in 
Landstuhl, Germany, after losing a 2- 
day battle with injuries suffered after 
insurgents attacked his unit in 
Ramadi, Iraq. His courage and patriot-
ism will be remembered. My thoughts 
and prayers go out to his friends and 
family, especially his parents, Keeley 
Peters and Don Gilbertson, as well as 
his wife, Nina, and sons, Timothy and 
Nickolas. 

Sergeant Gilbertson was an inde-
pendent, complex, and highly involved 
individual. He loved his family, he 
loved his country, and he loved being a 
U.S. Army soldier. Kevin Gilbertson’s 
service to this country is greatly ap-
preciated, and he will be sorely missed. 

Kevin was a native of Cedar Rapids, 
IA. His father, Don Gilbertson, remem-
bers him as ‘‘the greatest kid in the 
world’’ who ‘‘joined the Army right out 
of high school to get a college edu-
cation when he got out . . . His dream 
was getting a degree and supporting his 
family.’’ Kevin Gilbertson will always 
be remembered as someone who gave 
everything he had for his country and 
who thought more about others than 
himself. For that we are eternally 
grateful. 

f 

DEATH OF SENATOR DANIEL 
BREWSTER 

Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, today 
I pay tribute to the life and legacy of 
Senator Daniel Baugh Brewster. I was 
a great admirer of Senator Brewster, 
and I hold the Brewster seat in the U.S. 
Senate. 

Senator Brewster was a true patriot. 
He was a hero at the age of 19 when he 
volunteered for the Marine Corps and 
was sent to the front lines of the war in 
the Pacific. There he served bravely— 
leading the 1944 assault on Guam and 
the 1945 assault on Okinawa. He bore 
the wounds of war like so many of our 
heroic veterans. He was wounded seven 
times and had a permanent scar on his 
forehead from a bullet that lifted his 
helmet and grazed his scalp while bat-
tling for Sugar Loaf Hill on Okinawa. 

For his bravery, he was awarded a Pur-
ple Heart, two Gold Stars, and two 
Bronze Stars. 

As with many World War II veterans, 
Senator Brewster came back a changed 
man. He was disappointed when some 
of his neighbors in Green Spring Valley 
voiced outrage at him for inviting Afri-
can-American friends he had served 
with during the war to his home. This 
experience further fueled both his de-
sire to run for office and his lifetime 
commitment to civil rights. 

Senator Brewster graduated from 
University of Maryland School of Law 
in 1949, and was elected to the Mary-
land House of Delegates in 1950. After 
serving two terms, Senator Brewster 
ran for and was elected to represent 
Maryland’s Second District in Congress 
in 1958. In 1962, Mr. Brewster was elect-
ed to the Senate. He was just 39 years 
old. 

In the Senate, Brewster was a cham-
pion for civil rights. He cosponsored 
the landmark Civil Rights Act of 1964 
and served as the stand-in candidate 
for President Lyndon Johnson’s 1964 
Presidential primary campaign in 
Maryland against segregationist can-
didate George Wallace of Alabama. The 
contest was seen as a crucial battle in 
the fight for civil rights. Despite 
threats to his family, he campaigned 
vigorously and won the primary for 
President Johnson. 

Senator Brewster served as a member 
of the Senate Armed Services Com-
mittee at the time the war in Vietnam 
was escalating. Publicly, he took a 
hawkish position on the war, but pri-
vately he expressed concerns about the 
war and shared those concerns with 
President Johnson. 

After leaving the Senate, Senator 
Brewster devoted his time to his fam-
ily, farming, and volunteering. He was 
an original director and former presi-
dent of the Maryland State Fair and 
chaired the Governor’s Commission on 
Alcoholism and the Governor’s Com-
mission on AIDS. 

Senator Brewster’s congressional leg-
acy lives on today as two of his Senate 
interns from Maryland, NANCY 
D’ALESANDRO PELOSI and STENY HOYER, 
went on to prestigious political careers 
of their own. 

I offer my heartfelt condolences to 
Senator Brewster’s family and to his 
friends and to all those whose lives he 
touched. Senator Brewster’s family is 
in my thoughts and prayers. 

f 

FOREIGN OPERATIONS 
APPROPRIATIONS 

Mr. KYL. Mr. President, in the 2 
months since Hamas took control of 
Gaza, 40 tons of explosives have been 
smuggled from Egypt into Gaza. It is 
estimated that 80 tons have been smug-
gled in the last 2 years. Rafah, in 
southern Gaza, has long been a key 
conduit for smuggling assault rifles, 
pistols, ammunition, explosive mate-
rials, grenade launchers and other mu-
nitions. While smuggling has long been 
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